
Welcome!
Thank you for joining us! We will be starting the 
Senior Parent Transition Meeting shortly. 

Please make sure to mute yourselves before we 
begin.  You will have a chance to ask questions and 
can unmute yourselves at that time. 
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Senior Parent  
Transition 

Meeting

April 22, 2020



Overview
I. Special Education/OVR  (Colleen Kastroll/ Brittany Montano)

II. Pittsburgh Promise (Danny Jackson)

    III.   College Planning (Ty Beck)

IV. Senior Updates 

         IV. Q+A
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1.
Special Education/OVR



Our Goal: 

To ensure that your child meets their goals 
through receiving the same accommodations in 
their selected post-secondary destinations.  

We will be here to provide resources and support 
students every step of the way!
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OVR

“The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation serves people who 
have disabilities that present a substantial impediment to 
employment. Services are provided to individuals to prepare for, 
enter into, engage in, or retain employment. Our counselors 
work every year with thousands of persons who have physical, 
mental, or emotional disabilities.”
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OVR - Services Offered
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Diagnostic Services Independent Living Skills Training

Vocational Evaluation Workplace Readiness Training

Counseling Services Work-Based Learning Experiences

Training Services Self-Advocacy Training
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Supporting Transition

❏ Post School Outcome Surveys

❏ Providing Resources for Student Transition Plan
❏ Facilitate Meetings
❏ Provide Contact Info for School/OVR/Additional Resources

❏ Follow Up

Survey posted to 
your child’s Google 
Classroom!
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What Should Students Do?

❏ Complete Post School Outcome Surveys

❏ Attend Virtual Tours or Meetings Where Applicable 

❏ Use Provided Resources for Self-Advocacy

❏ Communicate with Special Education and Transition Support Teachers

Survey posted to 
your child’s Google 
Classroom!
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Upcoming 

❏ Exit NOREP (Notice of Recommended Educational Placement)

❏ Summary of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance



Questions?



1.
Pittsburgh 

Promise



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



1.
College Planning 



Spring Checklist  

Review acceptances
Review financial aid offers
Visit final college/university choices
▣ School website
▣ Virtual tours
▣ Social media accounts (Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram) 
Commit (check deadline)
Reach out to other schools you got into 29



Spring Checklist 

Set up account with school - email communication
Submit medical forms
Sign up for housing 
Sign up for meal plan
Sign up for and plan to attend an orientation
Placement test dates
Fall schedule
Final high school transcript
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Visit school website for specific next steps.

Example: 

Penn State 
https://admissions.psu.edu/info/accepted/checklist/
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Spring Checklist 

https://admissions.psu.edu/info/accepted/checklist/
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Financial Aid 

Complete FAFSA (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov)
Review Financial Aid Package 
▣ Merit Scholarship - do not repay, can be renewable 

or change from year to year and requirements to 
maintain

▣ Grants - no dot repay and are needs based
▣ Work Study - campus job opportunity that can go 

towards bill or keep for extra spending money
▣ Loans - must repay and go towards bill 
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http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Financial Aid 

Review Cost of Attendance (COA - tuition and fees) 
AND Indirect costs (books, personal expenses, travel, 
etc) 
▣ Reach out to professionals for understanding - 

Institution’s Financial Aid Office, Admissions 
Counselor or Ms Beck 

Appeal Financial Aid 
▣ Reach out to Financial Aid Office for procedure 

(email)
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Financial Aid 
Appeal Financial Aid continued 
▣ Visit https://formswift.com/swift-student
Parent PLUS Loan 
▣ Likely to be approved 

□ If denied, additional $4,000 in unsubsidized 
loans offered 

▣ Variety repayment options 
▣ No debt-to-income ratio
▣ High interest rate 
▣ Origination fees 35

https://formswift.com/swift-student


Financial Aid 

Private Loan
▣ Low interest rates 
▣ No origination fees
Scholarships
▣ Check deadlines 
▣ Local are least claimed and less competitive

Borrow wisely and don’t commit until you know you 
can afford it. 36



▣ JLV College Counseling - https://jlvcollegecounseling.com/
▣ Fastweb - http://fastweb.com/
▣ The PA Foundation Scholarships - 

http://thepafoundation.org/
▣ Peerlift - http://peerlift.org/
▣ College Board BigFuture - 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
▣ Scholars App - https://scholarsapp.com/
▣ The Foundation for Enhancing Communities (TCEF) - 

https://www.tfec.org/county/allegheny/
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Scholarships 

https://jlvcollegecounseling.com/
http://fastweb.com/
http://thepafoundation.org/
http://peerlift.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://scholarsapp.com/
https://www.tfec.org/county/allegheny/


Resources
▣ Pittsburgh Promise - www.pittsburghpromise.org/portal

▣ PA Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) - https://www.pheaa.org/

□ PHEAA Financial Aid webinars - May 7, 14 and 21 from 6-7pm 

▣ FAFSA - http://www.fafsa.ed.gov  

▣ Swift Student from FormSwift - https://formswift.com/swift-student

▣ NACAC College Admission Status Update - 

https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/newsroom/college-admission-status-coronavirus/

▣ Strive Virtual College Exploration Week 4/20-4/23 - https://www.strivescan.com/virtual/

▣ Virtual Conference and College Fair 5/4-5/6 - https://virtual.gotocollegefairs.com/

▣ Vocational Rehabilitation Services 

https://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/ovr/Pages/default.aspx
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http://www.pittsburghpromise.org/portal
https://www.pheaa.org/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://formswift.com/swift-student
https://www.nacacnet.org/news--publications/newsroom/college-admission-status-coronavirus/
https://www.strivescan.com/virtual/
https://virtual.gotocollegefairs.com/
https://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/ovr/Pages/default.aspx


Senior Updates
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Senior Updates & Administration Contacts  
▣ Graduation Project 

□ Present research findings 
only in June

▣ Prom will be rescheduled
□ Dependent on availability of 

venues 
▣ Graduation will be rescheduled

□ Dependent on availability of 
venues

▣ Senior Debt
□ No payments until further 

notice 

Kathy Garland, CEO & Principal 
Kgarland@upcs.net 

James Frank, Assistant Principal
jfrank@upcs.net 

Dr Edward Mandell, Director of Special 
Education 
emandell@upcs.net 

Nicole Homich, Coordinator of Curriculum 
and Instruction 
nhomich@upcs.net 

Shannon Conner, Supervisor of Instruction
sconner@upcs.net 

mailto:Kgarland@upcs.net
mailto:jfrank@upcs.net
mailto:emandell@upcs.net
mailto:nhomich@upcs.net
mailto:sconner@upcs.net
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Important Transition Contacts
Brittany Montano - Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor
bmontano@pa.gov   412-583-4315

Danny Jackson - Pittsburgh Promise 
danny@pittsburghpromise.org  412-745-2224

William Lindsey - PHEAA PA School Services Manager
wlindsey@pheaa.org  717-720-1529

Colleen Kastroll - 12th Grade Learning Support Teacher
ckastroll@upcs.net  412-419-1611

Ty Beck - Transition and Internship Counselor 
tybeck@upcs.net 412-436-9466

mailto:bmontano@pa.gov
mailto:danny@pittsburghpromise.org
mailto:wlindsey@pheaa.org
mailto:ckastroll@upcs.net
mailto:tybeck@upcs.net


Questions?


